MSI Curriculum
Phase 1
Social relationships and emotional development
	
	
	
	
	

	expresses emotions in response to external events (eg: pupil upset when refused an item they want) 
	
	
	
	

	responds to trusted adult by calming, relaxing and/or becoming more engaged 
	
	
	
	

	responds to inanimate source of security by calming or relaxing (eg: individual space in classroom, preferred object) 
	
	
	
	

	differentiates between very familiar adults (eg: shows increased pleasure when favourite adult interacts with them) 
	
	
	
	

	shows awareness of peers (eg: briefly stills to peer’s characteristic sound, then ignores it) 
	
	
	
	



Communication

	
	
	
	
	

	shows consistent preferences eg: prefers one spread to another; has favourite tune; has preferred toy 
	
	
	
	

	uses intentional non-symbolic communication (eg: eye-pointing towards wanted object; pushing objects or people away to reject them) 
	
	
	
	

	shows understanding of on-body signs for ‘more’/‘stop’/‘finish’ used within familiar routines 
	
	
	
	

	differentiates between very familiar adults (eg: shows increased pleasure when favourite adult interacts with them) 
	
	
	
	

	shows understanding of familiar symbols used in context (eg: keyworker’s identifier; ORs for activities) by showing pleasure or rejection 
	
	
	
	



Conceptual Development

	
	
	
	
	

	responds to environmental changes which are accessible through residual senses; still greatly affected by hunger, fatigue etc. 
	
	
	
	

	examines keyworker’s face/hands/ other acceptable body areas using sight and/or touch 
	
	
	
	

	with support (non-verbal prompts), explores items (maybe briefly) using repetitive strategies 
	
	
	
	

	understands cause and effect in specific settings where effect rapidly and reliably follows cause 
	
	
	
	

	knows function of 3+ familiar objects used in daily routines (eg: cup, spoon, standing frame) 
	
	
	
	



Sensory Responses

	
	
	
	
	

	attends at least briefly to stimuli deliberately and appropriately presented 
	
	
	
	

	discriminates sensory properties (eg: shows consistent preferences for specific colours, textures or high/low frequencies of sounds) 
	
	
	
	

	discriminates highly motivating stimuli from others in familiar quiet environments (eg: responds to keyworker’s voice more than to other staff voices) 
	
	
	
	

	shifts attention between adult and object with support 
	
	
	
	

	identifies meaning of familiar motivating stimuli (eg: recognises own name or identifier / recognises keyworker by identifier, sight or perfume /wants to finish activity when smells dinner) 
	
	
	
	







Understanding of time and place

	
	
	
	
	

	changes behaviour (eg: by alerting, pausing, moving or vocalising) after rhythmic activity begins) 
	
	
	
	

	anticipates some steps within motivating, very familiar daily routines 
	
	
	
	

	anticipates familiar activities from cues (real ORs, songs, scents and/
or action sequences) presented just before activity – eg: alerts towards part of room where activity happens 
	
	
	
	

	shifts attention between adult and object with support 
	
	
	
	

	identifies meaning of familiar motivating stimuli (eg: recognises own name or identifier / recognises keyworker by identifier, sight or perfume /wants to finish activity when smells dinner) 
	
	
	
	



Orientation, movement and mobility

	
	
	
	
	

	responds to landmarks (eg: by looking or repeatedly touching) on very familiar routes eg: classroom to bathroom; bus to classroom 
	
	
	
	

	consistently finds preferred item, area or surface in individual base area within classroom 
	
	
	
	

	orientates self in very familiar small environments (eg: individual base area within classroom) – shows awareness of particular parts and/or boundaries of environment 
	
	
	
	

	willing briefly to explore classroom environment (floor surface, furniture, doors etc.) through touch and/or other senses with support from keyworker 
	
	
	
	



Ownership of Learning

	
	
	
	
	

	without prompting, gives signal (any signal) for keyworker to continue activity during pause in familiar routine 
	
	
	
	

	consistent increase or decrease
in activity in highly reactive environments (eg: resonance board, Little Room) 
	
	
	
	

	acts intentionally on objects or physical environment (eg: kicking mobile to make sound) 
	
	
	
	

	works co-operatively with keyworker on very familiar motivating activities (joint working to complete activity between them) 
	
	
	
	




Responses to routines and changes

	
	
	
	
	

	participates in specific greetings routines or other daily routines with keyworker (keyworker structures interaction and repairs breakdowns) 
	
	
	
	

	anticipates daily routine events from contextual cues eg: mouth movements when sees drink being made or hears water running 
	
	
	
	

	tolerates change in single aspect of routine activity (eg: place or equipment used) 
	
	
	
	












Phase 2

Social relationships and emotional development

	
	
	
	
	

	usually able to moderate emotional responses with support from trusted adult (eg: calming to adult’s voice or touch) 
	
	
	
	

	actively seeks available sources of security (person/place/object) when stressed 
	
	
	
	

	rapidly identifies familiar adults from personal identifiers or other sensory cues 
	
	
	
	

	looks for or otherwise anticipates adult reactions to pupil’s own actions 
	
	
	
	

	clearly aware of and responsive to adult responses (eg: praise, concern) – responses may be unconventional 
	
	
	
	

	greets familiar adults using nonsymbolic communication (eg: facial expression; taking hand) 
	
	
	
	

	sustains interaction with familiar adult over several turns, using nonsymbolic utterances (vocalisations/movements/ facial expressions) – adult may structure interaction and repair breakdowns 
	
	
	
	

	recognises and responds differentially to different peers 
	
	
	
	

	with support, interacts with peers as part of familiar structured activities (eg: passing object to peer when prompted during greetings session) 
	
	
	
	

	participates intermittently with support in regular classroom greeting or worship rituals 
	
	
	
	




Communication

	
	
	
	
	

	understands 25+ symbols (signs/ symbols/words/photos/ORs) 
	
	
	
	

	uses 10+ known symbols expressively in familiar contexts 
	
	
	
	

	makes clear, informed choice from 2 concrete, simultaneously available options (attends to both options; clearly indicates choice) 
	
	
	
	

	expresses requests and refusals
using consistent signals rather than behaviours such as grabbing, pushing or throwing 
	
	
	
	

	responds expressively to daily timetable (eg: indicating that an activity is preferred using timetable symbol) 
	
	
	
	

	intentionally acts to gain adult’s attention 
	
	
	
	

	takes initiative in actively communicating needs or preferences using non-verbal methods 
	
	
	
	




Conceptual Development

	
	
	
	
	

	within physical capabilities, uses a range of strategies to manipulate objects (strategies may be the same each time and/or highly repetitive) 
	
	
	
	

	uses different body parts (eg: hands/ feet/face/tongue) to explore objects and environment 
	
	
	
	

	willingly uses a range of media and processes in art /DT /messy play / creative activities with support 
	
	
	
	

	recognises and understands function of most familiar items used in daily activities 
	
	
	
	

	notices and responds to changes in materials (eg: water added to flour) 
	
	
	
	

	understands cause and effect; intentionally acts to produce specific effects; recognises 1:1 correspondence between cause and effect 
	
	
	
	

	understands 1:1 correspondence in practical situations (eg: one sock for each foot) 
	
	
	
	

	combines objects, not necessarily in conventional ways 
	
	
	
	



Sensory Reponses

	
	
	
	
	

	range of interest (within which monitors environment through sight / hearing /smell /passive touch) extends consistently to 1m or more 
	
	
	
	

	demonstrates sense of wonder (wholly attentive) towards environmental sensation (eg: piece of music/bubbles/ strong magnets) 
	
	
	
	

	briefly tolerates less preferred sensory input with support (eg: sticky substances on hands) 
	
	
	
	

	actively explores range of sounds or vibrations that can be made by instrument or other object 
	
	
	
	

	moves in response to, but may not be in time with musical/visual/vibrational rhythm 
	
	
	
	

	attends jointly to adult and object, or alternates attention appropriately, throughout routine activity 
	
	
	
	

	integrates information from different senses during familiar activities 
	
	
	
	

	recognises familiar sounds/sights/ other stimuli in context 
	
	
	
	

	recognises very familiar sights/ sounds/other stimuli out of context 
	
	
	
	



Understanding of time and place

	
	
	
	
	

	continues actions begun coactively with adult (immediate imitation) 
	
	
	
	

	consistently anticipates steps in familiar sequences (eg: when making drink with support from adult) 
	
	
	
	

	actively anticipates and/or reviews activities using timetable symbols (eg: takes symbol for preferred activity) 
	
	
	
	

	understands and anticipates sequence of very familiar group activities (eg: snack time, collective worship) 
	
	
	
	

	participates intermittently with support in drama or interactive story sessions 
	
	
	
	

	knows functions of familiar areas within school 
	
	
	
	

	responds consistently to range of environmental features (eg: entry to building; grass underfoot; sound of windchimes) 
	
	
	
	



Orientation, movement and mobility

	
	
	
	
	

	within physical capabilities, explores and maps new environments in conjunction with familiar adult 
	
	
	
	

	uses appropriate mobility strategies on familiar routes with support from staff (eg: trailing, visual scanning, recognising landmarks) 
	
	
	
	

	uses mobility aids if appropriate (eg: hoople, rolator, electric wheelchair) with constant guidance from adult) 
	
	
	
	

	tolerates and co-operates in using adapted sighted guide (walking or wheelchair) when needed; may not be attentive to surroundings 
	
	
	
	

	uses sensory input (sight/sound/ passive touch/scent) to orientate self in familiar surroundings 
	
	
	
	

	recognises familiar routes around school (eg: from bus to classroom and from classroom to bus) 
	
	
	
	

	locates or avoids objects using sight, hearing, touch or vibration (eg: on resonance board) 
	
	
	
	



Ownership of Learning

	
	
	
	
	

	works co-operatively with adult in most familiar activities 
	
	
	
	

	takes turns with adult in familiar motivating activities 
	
	
	
	

	completes some very familiar taught activities with occasional prompts but no extended support 
	
	
	
	

	uses trial and error to solve problems; persists for several attempts but may not adapt strategies used 
	
	
	
	

	passively co-operates with self- care (eg: eating, dressing, toileting, cleaning teeth) 
	
	
	
	

	moves independently in familiar settings where possible (eg: walking / crawling /rolling /using wheelchair) 
	
	
	
	



Responses to routines and changes

	
	
	
	
	

	willing to work occasionally with skilled, less familiar adults 
	
	
	
	

	anticipates broad range of individual daily routines (eg: steps within greetings, toileting, feeding) 
	
	
	
	

	shows awareness of changes in routine (eg; by pausing or showing curiosity or distress) 
	
	
	
	

	initiates motivating routines with familiar adults (eg: by beginning actions for familiar song) 
	
	
	
	

	intermittently attentive to new environments and activities (eg: on outings) with support from familiar adult 
	
	
	
	

	shows curiosity about new objects, experiences or environments with support from trusted adult 
	
	
	
	

	engages intermittently with one- off celebrations or workshops with support from familiar adult 
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