
Castanets
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[bookmark: _vplnatxu9hq3]What you need:
· Small paper plate or thick cardboard
· Colored permanent markers or any water-based paint
· Scissors
· Glue gun or strong glue
· Hole punch or pencil
· Buttons or coins
· Elastic band or ribbon

[bookmark: _1g6lnnim8d03]How to make it: 
[bookmark: _6itkaus6wuok]1Prepare cardboard or paper plate. The castanets can either be made from a paper plate or from thick cardboard.
· Cardboard - cut it to a size that fits on your hand when folded.
· Paper plate - 6" or the smallest paper plate you can find.
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2Fold in half.
Fold the cardboard or paper plate in the middle. Crease lightly along the fold, taking care not to crease too much. The castanet should maintain a certain spring when opening and closing it.
If you opted for paper plate castanets, skip to Step 5.
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[bookmark: _fck89361xat1]3Draw an outline on the cardboard.
Think of an object or character you want your castanet to look like. Go with a shape that fills as much of the surface of your folded cardboard—perhaps a flower, a seashell, a cat's head, or the face of a favorite cartoon character. Draw an outline on the front panel of the folded cardboard.
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4Cut out the shape.
While keeping the cardboard folded, cut along the outline. If the cardboard is too thick, you can:
a. Cut out the shape on the front panel first.
b. Keep the cardboard folded and trace the outline of the shape onto the back panel.
c. Cut out the shape on the back panel.
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[bookmark: _g1n9vkbniiuw]5Punch holes. If you're using a paper plate or if your cardboard castanet is a lot larger than your palm, it is best to attach a pair of straps for an easy grip.
While keeping the paper plate or cardboard folded, punch 2 pairs of holes an inch from the folded edge. The distance between the holes should roughly be the same as the width from your little finger to your pointer finger.
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[bookmark: _vcgj80402gs1]6Draw details.
Use a black permanent marker or crayon to draw the details on your castanet.
Website: https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/castanets.html 
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